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The Kingston Kiwanis Music Festival concludes its 53 year of operation with the Highlights
Concert at the Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts on the evening of April 28" at 7:00
PM. Admission is by donation and everyone is invited.

PARTICIPATION ON THE RISE

This year we had 523 registrations for the Festival and over 1,000 participants: this is a 4%
increase in registrations over 2025 and a 19% increase in participants. The surge in participants
reflected an encouraging 30% increase in band, ensemble, and voice registrations. Sadly, choir

registrations were down - a trend we are hoping to reverse in 2027 working with our community
partners.

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

The Festival would not happen without the generous support of community organizations and
local businesses, the time and dedication of the volunteers who operate the festival, and the
expertise of the music teachers and accompanists in our community. We are grateful to the
Ballytobin Foundation which, since 2016, has funded the Highlights Concert at the Isabel, the
Anna and Edward Churchill Foundation, and the Kiwanis Club of Kingston for generous annual
operating grants; we also appreciate the financial and moral support of the Ontario Registered
Music Teachers' Association and the Kingston Symphony Volunteers as well as the many
individuals who donate operating funds. And we thank those families and individuals whose
donations for awards since the Festival's inception have built a significant awards fund which
allows us to provide over $10,000 in awards annually.

NEW AWARDS

This year we welcome the creation of five new awards: The Cook Family Intradisciplinary Vocal
Award - for a performer with gold or platinum standings in Classical, Musical Theatre, and Pop
Voice; the Pedlar Debut Choir Award - for a first time school or community choir entry; the Pedlar
Family Award for an Elementary School Band; an additional award from ORMTA created in
memory of Bev Porter; and an award for the best piano performer under age 12 financed by an
anonymous donor.



Participants at this year's festival had the opportunity to
purchase our new KKMF tote bags. The bags are made of a
durable, washable blend of cotton and polyester and are
specially sized to hold music and other accessories.

The tote bags will be on sale in the lobby of the Isabel before
and after the Highlights Concert. The bag is a practical and mﬁﬁ;{ggdsl%‘%les
good looking souvenir of the festival to show around town.

The price is $15/bag (cash or e-transfer) and revenue from

sales support the Festival.

This year, to keep registration fees from rising, we initiated two new major fundraising campaigns
to offset increasing venue, insurance, and adjudicator costs: a Sponsorship program to replace
our previous advertising campaign; and a Friend of the Festival program to encourage individual
donors. Attendees at this year's Festival have noticed that, at many sessions, there was a large
sign announcing a sponsor for that session. Businesses or organizations paid a $300 or $400 fee
or provided free services to the Festival to become a sponsor. The list of this year's 16 sponsors
on pages 8-9 demonstrates the breadth of support from our local businesses and institutions. We
thank St. Lawrence Place Retirement Living for being the pioneer in this campaign. Of special
note this year are the sponsorships from the Limestone District School Board and from the Music
Office, Tourism Kingston. Like ourselves, these organizations are dedicated to developing the
musical infrastructure in our community and we look forward to working with them. We have also
encouraged individuals to support the festival by donating $100 to become a Friend of the
Festival. Those donations provide critical support for our operations. The list of our current
friends is listed below. For information on how to become a Friend of the Festival please visit our
www.kkmf.ca/donate

Fran Bonier Jing Ling Li Paul Van Nest
Robert Cavanagh Juliet Milsome Cherrilyn Yalin
Susan Evans Alexander Nediak Debra Readman
Meg Freer Brian Raby Sandra Swan
David Good Melody Rooks Brenda Moyer
Lisa Kerr Rowland Tinline

Philippe Lamarche Sharon Van Nest
























